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“Yesterdays News Today” 


This issue of Crimpville Comments features the devastating floods of . 
August, 1955. Not only was Bellingham hit by these floods, but parts 
of Connecticut and also the area towns around us- Woonsocket was very 
hard hit with water in the Social District reaching as high as the 
street lights. Our thanks to Mrs. Florence McCraken for furnishing 
us with the newspapers of that period. 


Below, the raging Charles hit the Louis Ridolfi property on Maple St., 
nd streamed into the driveway, converting it into a stream. 
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MILL DESTRUCTION IN CARYVILLE—This high view of the Packard Mills shows clearly how water ravaged the property. Big trailer truck was caught in del 
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WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? 


Raging Torrent Stull 
e STORY 
Belting Pond St. Area, PN ee ac sien 


customer buys a second time from the same 


lH Be firm, or refers a friend to it, there’s a signifi-; 
Damage May Be 5 Million cance attached. 


Milford made a valiant effort to-| Plo od Cut Our business is growing rapidly because we 
day to recoup some of its losses suf- :, S f i 4 fier b 
fered in the town's worst storm, yyy ave never overlooked the value of giving ab- 
as flood waters continued unabat-' W oonsocket solute satisfaction to those who have favored 
ed in some sections of town, caus-: P : ; 

Set aitional damage. ) WOONSOCKET, R. I, Aug. 20 {us with their patronage. 


heptane : service station 
erty damage may total $5,000,000. | Clty in two. 


A main line trouble cut off. Horseshow dam has a huge hole | for yeN 
electrical power in Milford, Hope-'™ it. Thousands of tons of water| BRIGGS & STRATTON 
dale and other communities at 9.30 |) a6 pouring through and down into: and a 


‘last night. i the streets. ae eae 

‘The trouble spot is in Uxbridge,{j Social and mill districts are com- 

‘where flood waters have buried the | pletely under water. In some places 

|business section, putting the pow-||the water is as high as the street, 

ier plant equipment under several’ lights. 

feet of water. cae RAPS aa ' 
After 15 hours without electri-, wi aes 

city, Milford and Upton homes, ‘ 


were saved from what appeared} 
lo be “a dangerous situation. The! ' WARDWARE 
trouble in the Uxbridge-Millville: i | 


area was cleared up sooner than’ 
Important Announcement 


TECUMSEH ENGINES 


SAWYER’S ROCKLEDGE FARM 


everything 8] NORTH MAIN 
BELLINGHAM, MASS. 
“The Crimpville General Store” 


{ 
Town-owned and private prop-i INS) — The flood today cut this : 
i 
! 


expected. The main line was back! 
in operation at 12:30 p. m. Pow-! EMPLOYEES 
er in Hopedale was expected to be} A. J. KNOTT TOOL Co. 
back some time this afternoon.} . 
Electricity was cut off in some|{ Because of flood conditions 
areas again, but only temporarily,! 
while adjustmehts were _ being: 
made. ‘| Employees will be notified when 
' Meanwhile, torrents of water) 
jcontinued to brush homes on De-, 
{pot street where scores of resi-! 
dents were evacuated late yester-, 
day, some of them in rowhboats:: oe es . 
‘manned by the highway, police 
‘and fire departments. On Pond 
‘street, water was still flooding 
lyards, as it emptied from Fino! 
field annex, which is under three 
‘to four feet of water. The banks} 
‘of Cedar Swamp pond overflowed} 
flooding homes in the immediate; 
-area. | 
Tables loaded with stock wer@ ¢, 
reported floating in some of the ° 
;Stores. Heavy water damage wag 
‘reported in tke Main-Central 
streets area. / : 
Milford was cloaked in gloom | 
‘last night, with street lights out all 
over town. This condition was the | 
same in a few nearby towns, Mil-: 
iford hospital switched to gasoline - 
‘generators for its electricity, and ~ 
others put similar units into use ** 
supplying lights for the telephone ! 
office. power station, highway, fire - 
and police crews. ; { 
The power trouble is centered ; 
in Uxbridge, where a raging tore ;«° 
rent of water struck with sudden ° 
force last night, literally burying | 
the power station in water. 
Not a single official of the Wor- | 
cester County Electric Co. would © 
‘dare estimate how long it would 
‘take to restore power, but it 
‘seemed certain at presstime that 
the damage would not be repaired 
until sometime tomorrow. But as 


< CRE EE BEE ne ge 8 roy PEAR Se BRE ae REA S Se . : 
one spokesman said. with a little Looking across the flooded Pearl Street in Cary- 
luck, the power might be on to- 


night. ville. Mill Dam is at extreme left of picture. 


There will be no issues of the 
Crimpville Comments during the 
montns of July and August due 
to sechool vacation. The next 
issue will appear in September. 


the factory will not be open. 


factery will re-open. 


GOOD CANOE TRAIL in West Medway was created as the railread trestle Dummy Light on hair-pis 


turn was submerged in two feet of 


Storm | 
Damage In | 


Medways 


WEST MEDWAY ,—West Medway 
and Medway are now beginning to: 
receive some of the water damage 
that towns West of Milford got 
|yesterday. The Medway Flats was 
completely under water from the 
home of Maurice Bresnahan to the 
home of Angtlo Potenza and the 
water is still rising. At 6 p. m. last 
evening the water was just begin- 
ning to cover Village street. 
Residents Warned 


| 


} 


\reported to the police department 
jthat a crack was appearing in the 


|\dam at the site of the former Fab-| 


|yan Woolen Company. Town offi- 
jcials along with: the police and fire 
departments investigated the re- 
port and decided to notify al the 
residents of the danger. It was 
agreed that a signal of Box 25 
‘would be blown if the dam gave 
\way to give the residents a chance 
to evacuate. All the residents were 
visited and told of the danger by 
members of the Police and fire de- 
partments. The town hall, Med- 
way Vilage Churck, Medway High 
jschool and the West Medway 
Elementary school were to be used 


by citizens in case of emergency.|/| 
|Many of the residents decided not|| 


At the same time John Reardon] 


water. (Daily: Nows Photo) 


to wait for the signal and gathered | 


up family belongings and left for 
higher ground, 


A 


wi dropping here. 


the bridge level but four hours 
later the water was going across|! 


za the road a depth of three feet in| 


the windows of the Packard Mill 
on the west side and going out the 
windows on the east side. At 6 a. 
m. the level appeared to be reced- 
ing about a half inch. The Cary- 
ville Box Shop is surrounded by 
water but it also appears to be 
Every available 
police officer and firemen along 
with 25 volunteers under the di- 
rection. of superintendent of streets 
Arthur Choate worked arourid ‘the! 
clock, Many cellars throughout 
town are completely under: water} 
with oil burners keavily damaged. 
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Woonsocket 
In Panic As_ 
Dam Breaks 


| 
WOONSOCKET — This city was| 


i thrown into a state of panic when 


the Horseshoe dam which was 
holding back tons of water in Har-| 
ris Pond collapsed. ‘ 

At least 2000 families were eva-| 


© custed within a few hours before| 


the dam broke, but the city’s 


al streets were floded as deep as six 
feet 


The waters were still rising at 


: 40 o’clock last night and more fam- 


: ilies were being removed to other, 


on the way to pump out the pump-; 
ing station and the siren was used 


ito awaken the families and at 6 


ja, m. the area was cleared. Early 


Steady Watch 


| A very close watch was kept of 
the dam with police and firemen 
rotating every two hours. At the 
same time conditions up above 
were constantly checked to ascer- 
tain i? there was any possibility of 
anything giving way to cause a 
sudden rush of water upon the 
dam scene. The brook at the lo- 
cation of the railroad trestle near 
Bemis’ Garage was steadily rais- 
ing. At 10 p. m. it had reached a 
depth of four inches kigher than’ 
the peak of the 1938 flood. At mid- 
night firemen were called to the 
scene to sandbag the area to keep 
the water from entering the garage 
and undermining the tanks of the 
{Julian Oil Company. At 6 a. m. 


1938 peak and still rising. At the: 
flats police and highway men were 
on duty constantly watching for 
any sharp rise. From 10 p. m. un- 
til 4 a. m. the water rose an inch 
each hour. ; 
| From 4 td’ 4.30 p. m. it sharply 
rose six inches and was creeping: 
‘up towards the Canal street inter-! 
section. Ralph Martin; a nearby! 
‘resident, and Allan Osborne, who 
|}was on police duty, tried to awaken 
the residents who were known to 
be in their homes but were unsuc- 


cessful because the water had ris-! 


en to such a depth to make the en- 
tire area impassable,’ 


Residents Awakened 
A fire truck arrived at the scene 


the water was 10 inches over the 


this morning the. cruiser on. a rou- 


tine check of the area got stuck on 
Village street when the water 
dampened tke ignition system and 
the Medwav Water Department 
truck winch was used to haul it] 
out. At 6 a. m. the lower area near! 
the bowling alley was under four iy 
to five feet of water and it still was! 
on the rise. At the dam site, the) 
water was pouring over the dam 
nearly four feet and had risen 
three inches between 5.30 and.6 a. 
m. but was still holding at the) 
crack. At Shaw street near the 
Medway High school a_ serious 
flooding condition took place, The 
water was so high at this point} 
that it was impossible to telll. 
whether the bridge across the road 
was still in place. Water had also 
crossed the road on Winthrop St. 
near Maple St. The West Medway 
Park pond completely flooded its| 
banks and the water was pouring); 
down the cement steps toward the] 
Awl Shop plant. A fire truck was 
stationed at the plant continually 
pumping all through the night. At 
one time the pumper stopped for 
six minutes to refuel and check 
the oil and during that period the 
water rose two inches on the Awl 
Shop floor, : 


Route 126 ‘Flooded 
Route 126 was flooded over near 


parts of the city. 

Authorities said it was the worst! 
flood in the history of the city! 
and they were fearful of what was, 
going te happen with-the full peak 
of the floods coming later this 
morning. Civilian Defense. crews 
from nearby communities respdnd- 
ed to a call for help. 


‘Heavy Loss 


Results from 
Rain Storm 


Greatest Danger 
At Mill Pond and 
Sudbury River Dams, 


ASHLAND, Aug. 20—Ashland 
suffered severely in sections, yes- 
terday, from the heaviest rainfall 
ever experienced in this section. 


The greatest danger came at 
the largest of the two dams, off 
Myrtle street, at the easterly end 
of the Mill pond, which is fed by 
the Sudbury river. This dam, now 
in course of being re-built, went 
out Friday morning, sending tons 
of water into the nearby Lombard 
Governor Corporation’s nearby 
property, causing thousands of 
dolars damage to machinery and 


the Lee farm. The Packard Mills||stock, despite the efforts of a large} 
reported seven feet of water in the| corps of employees and others, to 
boiler room with the water putting| install sand bags. The firm had 
out the fires. At 11 p. m. last night| to close down entirely and even its 
the water was nearly a foot below] adjoining lot was flooded. 
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Does the above startle you? History moves in three directions--PAST, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE. Although we are reluctant to accept that fact, the 
future recedes rapidly into the past and soon it is gone! 


The Crimpville Comments tries to present all three phases of this phe- 
nomenon as part of history in the making, and noting that some time 
ago, Jeanne Dixon predicted that President Nixon would leave his of- 
fice in disgrace. Witness the events of today. 


But what about the prediction reproduced here? Ah, hereby lies a tale. 
Recently, a member of our Historical Commission wrote to a person on 
the West Coast whose great gift and ability to foresee the future sur- 
passes all others living today. We neglected to obtain permission to 
use her name in this article but we can say that she is very well known 
having appeared on many network television programs and in newspapers. 


Her prediction appears above in her very own handwriting. If what she 
said does come about, remember that you saw it in Crimpville Comments! 


Farm for Sale in West Medway, 


Pleasantly located on the Holliston road to 
Medway Village, one mile from Medway Vil- 
lage, church, High school, stores, &c., con- 


taining 100 acres ; 80 acres wood and timber; 
the rest is suitably divided into mowing, pas- 


turage and tillage. A large two-story house, weil painted 
and in good repair. Two barns, one 40 by 30, the other 30 
square ; also a granary and other out-buiidings ; never- 
failing wot r. 
Said farm will be sold with or without stock and tools. 
Tes easy. Jnquire of the subscriber on the premises, 
Oct. 13. 8w SETH HIXON. 


ge Mrs. Dr. Lydia Sayer Hasbrouck, of 
Orange county, N. Y., who insists that a 
woman should not be taxed unless she is al- 
lowed to vote, has thought to shame the col- 
lector out of his demand by offering to work 
out herroad tax. The doctress, having some- 
what passed the bloom of youth, made no 
impression upon the official, and therefore, 


instead of paying under protest, a8 some of 


her sisters do, she went upon the road and 
drove a cart. 

Sr. Josrru’s, Mo., Oct. 30.—The Pony 
Express, from San Francisco 17th inst., has 
arrived. 

San Francisco markets are slightly firmer, 
with improved country demand. Quotations 
generally unchanged. 

teceipts of wheat heavy, but shippers are 


less active. It is quoted at S150, 
| Ship Meteor loads with grain for Liver- 
' pool. The EB. $. Willets, for New York, bas 


part ofa cargo of California wine, which 
now has become a regular article of export. 

Gen. Clark. Commander of the Depart- 
ment of California, died on the 16th. 


=== @ OPEN 9 A. M. to 8 P. M. @ ™ 


* Shampoo * Wave ANY « 
* Manicure ° Rinse sis 4 
*Eyearch ° Haircut ' ITEMS = r- 


PERMANENTS  «¢ 
@ 


Tinting $2.00 


-GRACE - THRASHER 


Complete— $ 95 
BY Experts! 


“UNITED, PERMANENT WAVE 
8 WINTER ST., LI 2-6983 


Ad above appeared in 
the old Boston Post 
in 1948. 


Articles on the left 
are from the Massa- 
chusetts Ploughman 
published in Boston 
Saturday November 3, 
1860. 


Announcement on the 
right submitted by 

Ruth Spieler, Depot 
Street, in Belling- 


ham. 


TO THE PUBLIC 


We the undersigned physicians of 
Franklin, desiring to be of the great- 
est possible service to our patients 
to the end that they may enjoy good 
health and happiness, and also desir- 
ous of providing essential needs and 
comforts for our own families, find 
ourselves handicapped by a lower 
schedule of fees than exist in other 
communities similar in size and lo- 
cation to our own town. 

We therefore deem it to be to 
the best interests of both our 
patients and ourselves that the fol- 
lowing schedule of fees be éstablish- 
ed in the town of Franklin, which 
fees have been accepted as just and 
reasonable by the people of other 
communities. 


House visits............ $3.00 
Surgical dressings at of- 
Nee). ae (ERS _. $2.00 
Medical cases at office ac- 
cording to case and 
treatment rendered. 
Obstetric cases........ $25.00 
Night visits, 9 P. M. to 7 
A Manag Goce eie stots $4.00 


it is understood that the above 
fees are the minimum fees in these 
CASOR. 

Above fees to become effective 
Feb. 1, 1925. 

SOLON ABBOTT, M. D. 

JOHN M. CROWLEY, M. BD. 

H. RUSSELL GREEN, M. D. 

CHARLES B. HUSSEY, M. D. 

CARL E. RICHARDSON, M. D. 

LEWIS A. SMITH, M. D. 


“ a “dave you ever wondered how certain femous 
nas and slogans care about? Take, for-in- 
stance, the very famous Victor Fhonograph 


ad showing a little dog listening at e tin 

horn to his master's voice. Tnis dog ac- 
tually lived in the 18C0O‘ts and was a fat little fox terrier with the 
name of Nipper. His owner died in the 1890's and 2 brother, Francis 
Barraud, a London artist, took the dom in. One day, he saw Nipper in- 
tently looking into the large tin speaker of an early tvpe gramophone. 
Barreud saw in this a paintine of the tvpe then popular. The picture, 
when completed was titled, "His Master's Voice" and showed the faithful 
dog by the gramophone with his dead master in an open coffin in the 
background. 


The Gramophone Company had lent Barraud a shinv new brass instrument 
for the painting and on seeing 
the completed work, the Company 
was so pleased that it bought 

the painting and persuaded the 
artist to paint out the coffin 
and its occupant. In 1901, the 
rights to the use of the "Nipper" 
painting were gotten by the Vic- 
tor Talking Machine Company and 
a center page spreed advertise- 
ment using Nipper appeared in 

the Saturday Evening Post of 
April 25, 1905, and soon Nipper 
became one of the world's best 
known trademarks. 


The Gramophone Company thought so much of the Nipper Painting that 
they gave strict orders to the Company's firemen that the first thing 
they were to do in case of fire was to carry out the original painting 
from its place of honor on the wall of the Board of Directors room. 


Sadly, the Nipper ad, (now the property of RCA) faces a bleak future 
as a whole new generation will probably wonder what that strange ma- 


chine is, so unlike the present day phonograph, that the dog is listen- 
ing to with so much attention. 


Our thanks to young Steven Melloni, of Pony Court, for his sketch of 
this very famous trade-mark. 


Echoes of the Past e@ @¢ @ in 1914 Supt. of Schools, HB. Ge At- 
Ww Af 


ell oeorted: While no school ex- 
e 


is) 
ists for the sake of ad it is quite as true that a good school 
gg 


4 
Gannot exist without or 
is a means to an end, a 
class before she can ins 


nes 

cdeportment. Good order in the school-rcor 

eacher must be strong enough to control her 
: 


All of the teachers live in town, and where proper boarding houses can 
be secured, this is always desirable. I am convinced that the schools 
at South Bellingham ere in much better 
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3% de 1 AS P| oary tt os 7 ‘i i 
une teachers bosrded in Woonsocket. 


Sl 


concition than they would be if 
‘i 


37 + ban At ; 74 
er as nossible 2 teacher snould 


© 


identify) herself witn the interests snd actifities of the community in 
which she teaches. She will be much more valuable ss a teacher if she 


1@ 8% the esme time a sood citisen. 


LOOK... 


It’s About Time Someone Told 
Fussy Customers Where To Go... 


HO*AE GFE i 


| HOODS 


ENTERPRISE 


a sends 
"ee 
Fs 


‘opege: 


We Demand Quality 
.. . 30 You Can Have The Best 


We Insist On 100% Customer Satisfaction 
... 30 You Can Have Peace Of Mind 


BY OUR COMPLETE, MODERN SERVICE CENTER 


50 NOW... YOU WHO DEMAND THE BEST... 
— QUALITY — SERVICE ~ GUARANTEE 


cates HAVE A PLACE 10 GO. = 


We’re YOUR People 
H00D’S ENTERPRISE 


ALL TYPES OF TOWING & REPAIRS - EXPERT BODY WORK 


ROUTE #140 
BELLINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 
TEL. 966-9714 - 883-7622 
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